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But threw*it coiled upon the way	x/'-^
On which the great god wandered	**"*
At his pleasure through his two realms.
The venerable god stepped forth in splendor;
Thp gods serving Pharaoh bore him company ;
4md he went forth as was each day his wont.
' There the venerable serpent bit him.
His jaw-bones shook,
And all his limbs trembled,
And the poison seized upon his flesh,
As the Nile seized his land."	.	,
The patient's conscious knowledge of the Bible was a
lamentable minimum. Apparently he had once heard of the
heel-bite of the snake, but he had given it no thought and
it was soon forgotten. Yet something in him deeply
unconscious heard it and did not forget, bringing it again
to the surface at a suitable moment. We can think of it as .
a part of the unconscious that apparently prefers to express
itself mythologically, because this manner of expression
corresponds to its nature.
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But what sort of mentality is it that leans towards the
fsymbolical or primitive manner of expression? It corre-
sponds to the mind of a primitive whose speechhasno abstracts,
but consists of natural and' unnatural' analogies. This mind
of venerable age is as foreign to the psyche that produced the
heartache and the ' ball' in the throat, as is a brontosaurus
to a race-horse. The dream of the snake reveals a fragment
of psychic activity that had no connexion with the modern
individuality of the dreamer. It lies in a deeper stratum, if
we may so express it, and only its resultant reaches the high
level where the repressed affects lie. This resultant is just
as foreign to the upper layer, as is a dream to waking conscious-
ness. And just as a certain analytical technique is required
in order to understand a dream, so a knowledge of mythology
is needed in order to grasp the meaning of something rising
from a deeper layer.

